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Learning to love God, one another and ourselves 

Introduction 
 The Foundation Stage extends from the age of three to the end of the reception year. Entry into our 

primary school is at the beginning of the school year in which the children are five. The Foundation 
Stage is important in its own right, and also in preparing children for later schooling. It is the Early 
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum that sets out what is expected of most children by the 
end of the Foundation Stage. 

 Children joining our school have already learnt a great deal. Many have been learning in one of the 
various educational settings that exist in our community. The early-years education we offer our 
children is based on the following principles: 

• That each child is unique, with their own interests and learning styles 
• That building positive relationships (with both parents and staff) enables a child to thrive 
• That the environment should be stimulating, safe and challenging to enable independent 

learning 
• That learning and development is different for each child but can be facilitated by experienced, 

well-trained, skilled staff.  

 Aims  
To provide each child with an opportunity to achieve his or her potential academically, socially, 
emotionally, physically and spiritually, within a safe, healthy and enjoyable environment.  Children 
are treated as individuals and encouraged to achieve their personal best.   

Objectives 
 The curriculum of the Foundation Stage underpins all future learning by promoting and developing 

these areas: 

 Prime Areas 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
• Communication and Language 
• Physical Development 

 
Specific Areas 
• Literacy 
• Mathematical Development 
• Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
• Expressive Arts and Design 

Teaching and learning style 
 The features of good practice in our school that relate specifically to the Foundation Stage are: 

• The partnership between teachers and parents that helps our children to feel secure at school, 
and to develop a sense of well-being and achievement.   

• There is a meeting with the Headteacher and Reception Class teachers to introduce the school 
and inform the parents of procedures.   

• The Class Teachers visit each child at home before they begin in Reception.  Parents bring 
their child into the classroom each morning and are able to speak to the Class Teacher.   

• The understanding that teachers have of how children develop and learn, and how this must 
be reflected in their teaching; 



Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Policy 
 
 

• The range of approaches that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, make 
appropriate interventions, and extend and develop the children's play, talk or other means of 
communication; 

• The carefully planned curriculum that helps children achieve the Early Learning Goals by the 
end of the Foundation Stage; 

• The provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend their interests, and 
develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities; 

• The encouragement for children to communicate and talk about their learning, and to develop 
independence and self-management; 

• The opportunity for learning both indoors and outdoors; 
• The identification, through observations, of children's progress and future learning needs, 

which are shared with parents at parents’ meetings and through Tapestry; 
• The regular training for all adults working at the Foundation Stage. 

Play at the Foundation Stage 
 Through play, our children explore and develop the learning experiences that help them make 

sense of the world. They practise and build up their ideas, learn how to control themselves, and 
begin to understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively both alongside 
other children and on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve 
problems. They express fears, or re-live anxious experiences, in controlled and safe situations. 

Inclusion at the Foundation Stage 
 We believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. 

We do this by taking account of our children's range of life experiences when we are planning for 
their learning. 

 At the Foundation Stage, we set realistic and challenging expectations keyed to the needs of our 
children. We help them to meet these expectations by planning to meet the needs of both boys and 
girls, of children with special educational needs, of children who are more able, of children with 
disabilities, of children from all social and cultural backgrounds. 

  We meet the needs of all our children through: 

• Planning opportunities that build on and extend the children's knowledge, experience and 
interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence; 

• Using a variety of teaching strategies that are based on children's learning needs; 
• Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children, and to help them to 

learn effectively;  
• Offering a safe and supportive learning environment, in which the contribution of all children is 

valued; 
• Employing resources that reflect diversity, and that avoid discrimination and stereotyping; 
• Planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are exceeding age-

related expectations. 
• Monitoring children's progress, and providing support  as necessary. 

The Foundation Stage curriculum 
 Our curriculum for the Foundation Stage reflects the areas of learning identified in the EYFS 

curriculum. Our children's learning experiences enable them to develop competency and skill across 
a number of learning areas.  The EYFS also includes Characteristics of Effective Learning. They 
highlight the importance of the child’s attitude to learning, and their ability to play, explore and think 
critically about the world around them. The three characteristics are:- 

• Playing and Exploring – children investigate and experience things and ‘have a go’. 

• Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy 
achievements. 

• Creating and Thinking Critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between 
ideas and develop strategies for doing things. 
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7 Assessment 
 Baseline assessments are undertaken at the beginning of Reception year and inform teacher 

planning.  The Foundation Stage Profile is the nationally employed assessment tool that enables 
teachers to record their observations at the end of the Foundation Stage, and to summarise their 
pupils' progress. It covers each of the seven areas of learning contained in the curriculum guidance 
for the Foundation Stage. We make regular assessments of children's learning and their learning 
style, and record this on Tapestry. We use this information to ensure that future planning reflects 
identified needs. Parents are able to contribute to Tapestry. The collection of assessment data in 
the Foundation Stage Profile is a statutory requirement.  A good level of development is assessed 
as achieving Age Related Expectations in the Prime Areas and Literacy and Mathematics.   

8 Resources 
 We plan a learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, that encourages a positive attitude to 

learning. We use materials and equipment that reflect both the community that the children come 
from and the wider world. We encourage the children to make their own selection of the activities on 
offer, as we believe that this encourages independent learning.  
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