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Dear Parents and Carers,
What a week! I must give my thanks to all the staff for managing with pupil and staff absences
this week – we managed to have every performance, all the prearranged visits and didn’t have
to make any cancellations. So, a huge thank you to all involved.
We had our Christmas Production this week – Fireside Nativity - and it has been a joy to watch
our youngest children perform for a crowd for the first time! I thought they were all superstars
and should be very proud of their performances. Again, my thanks to all the staff for their help
in making the magic happen.

There are more photos of the week on our Facebook page – please like our page:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100077823529550
We also have the DVD of the production available to order – please ask the office for details.
Thank you to all who came to watch and the comments you gave – I have passed them on to
the children and the team today in Best You Can Be.
This week we have also been spreading joy out in the community. Year 3 called in at the Elms
to sing Christmas carols to the residents. They
were excellent role models and sang beautifully.
Thank you to the Elms for having us, and for
giving the children a very exciting bag
of Christmas treats.
Year 4 were also
able to sing some
Christmas carols
to a live audience.
They attended a
special Dementia
Afternoon Tea
Club at Bembridge
Methodist Church.
They sang to a
fantastic audience, and were treated to a special Christmas toy.
Thank you to Mr Dignan for organising and performing at both
events and to Mrs O’Neil for joining us for the afternoon.

Year 6 had a special last-minute trip to Medina
Theatre to watch Peter Pan – they were
excellent representatives of the school and all
the adults commented on their super
behaviour. Special thanks to Mrs Swann, one
of our governors, for accompanying the
children on the trip.
Looking ahead to our final week, we have our
Christmas MUFTI Day on Wednesday 14th
December. Children can wear Christmas
themed outfits for the day but pleased ensure that their clothing is practical for the school day.
We are requesting donations for the Christmas Market. Reception children to bring
mince pies; Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 children to bring sweets; Years 5 and 6 to bring
cakes.
Children will also have their Christmas Lunch on Wednesday 14th – this needed to be preordered so if you haven’t ordered a meal for your child, they will need to bring in a packed
lunch.
Thursday 15th December we are holding our Christmas Service at Holy Trinity
Bembridge at 10am. All are welcome to attend. Our oldest and youngest pupils join together
to retell the greatest story on Earth and we all join in the celebrations singing some of our
favourite carols.
Friends of Bembridge CE Primary (PTA) have arranged a wonderful Christmas Fair for
Thursday 15th after school. The children have been making special decorations which can be
purchased; there will be refreshments, raffles and sweet tombola. Plus, a special performance
from the parent and staff choir! It starts at 3pm and you can access the fair from the front
entrance. Stalls will be in the hall, shared area and library. To make it easier for parents, we are
trialling children not coming to school with a bag that day – just their water bottle and lunch
box if needed. This is to help parents who may have to carry lots of bags.
I am pleased to announce that you have elected a new Parent Governor: Kelly Hassett.
Congratulations to Kelly and a huge thank you to Nicola and Tim for standing. We are so
grateful to have parents dedicated to making our school the best it can be.
Finally, can I make a special plea with regards to parking in the school area. We have had a
neighbour concerned that the parking is affecting the bus service and making it dangerous for
pedestrians. Please can I ask you to be mindful when parking near the school site and consider
the impact on others.
Thank you to all for a wonderful week – I feel like Christmas is truly on its way!

Mrs Chambers

Learning to love God, one another and ourselves

Diary Dates
Date

Event

14th December

15th December

Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day
Children to bring in a donation on the 14th for the Christmas Fair (15th)
Reception – Mince Pies
Years 1, 2 ,3 and 4 – Sweets (wrapped if possible for the tombola)
Year 5 and 6 – Cakes
Christmas Fair
After school event 3pm start – access via the front office. Performance from the
Parent and Staff Choir at 3:45pm
Christmas Service at Holy Trinity – 10am – All welcome

16th December

End of Autumn Term

3rd January 2023

Start of Spring Term – All children in.

13th January 2023

Year 6 Sharing Assembly @ 2:15pm

15th December

Awards and Special Mentions

Our House of the
week was Green
House with 432
house points!

Year

Name

Comment

1

Year 1

For being superstar shepherds and sheep in the Christmas Nativity.

2

Dante

For trying so hard with his maths when telling the time.

3

Alyssia

For being so brave when singing her beautiful solo in the Christmas Nativity

4

Year 4

For being so flexible as a group to take on roles last minute during the
Christmas Performance – what a team!

5

Year 5

For their excellent resilience and compassion managing a difficult week with
pupil absence.

6

Elan

For his effort and determination to improve his presentation and handwriting
in his books. Well done!

Year 5/6 Girls Tag Rugby Festival @Steyne Park

A Team: Darcie, Hettie (c), Mary, Maddie, Darcey, Helena, Evee, Sienna, Edie.
B Team: Holly, Hattie, Florence, Millie, Belle, Flo, Bonnie, Daisy (c), Ella.
Last Friday, we hosted a Year 5/6 girls tag rugby festival at Steyne Park with six other schools in
attendance. Bembridge 'A' (managed by Mrs Howells) played some great rugby and were very
unfortunate to lose two very tight matches against Newport and Greenmount before drawing with
Nettlestone. Bembridge 'B' (managed by Mr. Collings) made a confident start beating Newchurch
and The Bay before drawing a tight game with Arreton.
Bembridge 'A'- who finished 3rd in their group on tries scored- then took on The Bay, who
finished 3rd in their group, in a play-off match. The girls deservedly won 15-5 to finish 5th overall.
Bembridge 'B' took on Greenmount, who also won their group, in the 1st/2nd place playoff. In a
very competitive and tight game, Greenmount just pipped us to victory in the final minute as the
girls finished 2nd overall.
A fantastic afternoon of tag rugby! It is great to see how much our Year 5/6 girls love playing tag
rugby and how enthusiastic they were to play- they are a talented bunch! There were some great
tries, brilliant tagging and lots of great weaving, dodging and running with the ball. We had six
playing their first ever tag rugby match and others making their first appearance of the year.
A special mention to those in Year 5 who were a bit under the weather, but came along and did
brilliantly. Thank you to Bembridge Parish Council for letting us use Steyne Park, and to the
parents who stood in the cold to cheer the girls on.
Well done, girls! You were superb representatives of the school
Results- Bembridge 'A':
Loss vs. Newport 10-15 (Edie, Hettie 2)
Draw vs. Nettlestone 20-20 (Hettie 2, Darcey, Maddie)
Loss vs. Greenmount 15-20 (Darcie, Evee, Hettie)
Win vs. The Bay 15-5 (Hettie, Evee, Darcie)
Results- Bembridge 'B':
Win vs. Newchurch 20-5 (Flo, Millie, Holly, Daisy)
Win vs. The Bay 30-10 (Daisy 3, Ella, Bonnie, Millie)
Draw vs. Arreton 30-30 (Bonnie, Belle, Millie 3, Flo 2)
Loss vs. Greenmount 20-25 (Daisy, Bonnie 2, Florence)

Sadly, this week's U-11 Boys League fixture against St. Marys was postponed due to illness at
St. Marys. This game is now likely to take place after Christmas. Next week we have a girls’
football fixture against Holy Cross and Year 5/6 indoor athletics at Rew Valley. It has been 3
years since we last competed in indoor athletics so we are really looking forward to the event.
Fixtures for next half-term will feature on next week's newsletter.

Upcoming Fixtures:
- Monday 12th December, U-11 Girls Football Friendly fixture vs. Holy Cross (h)
- Tuesday 13th December, Year 5/6 Indoor Athletics Competition @Rew Valley Sports Centre
Meals at School
A reminder that when your child leaves Year Two their entitlement to Universal Free School
Meal ceases and you will have to pay for their dinners unless you are entitled to Free School
Meals. A separate email has been sent out with an application form for Free School Meals
attached. You must be in receipt of one or more of these benefits to receive Free School Meals .
Income Support
Income base Jobseeker’s Allowance
Income Related Employment and Support Allowance
Guaranteed Pension Credit
Support Under part VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 199
Universal Credit (with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400)
Child Tax Credit, provided the parent is not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
income, as assessed by HMRC, which does not exceed £16,190
Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment someone receives for a
further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)

Safeguarding
Phone the school office 01983 872668 and ask to speak to the Designated Safeguarding
Lead: Elizabeth Chambers if you have any concerns regarding safeguarding children.
If your concern is URGENT, please contact the Isle of Wight Children's Reception Team on
0300 300 0117 (available 24hrs a day).
You can also find details on how to report a concern about a child and other support at
https://www.iowscp.org.uk/

Attendance
Class Attendance - week ending 2 December 2022
Reception Class
92.3%
Year 1 Class
92.5%
Year 2 Class
91.3%
Year 3 Class
91.3%
Year 4 Class
94.3%
Year 5 Class
73.7%
Year 6 Class
96.4%
Whole School Attendance
90.0%
Attendance
Holidays in term time

Please remember that we are unable to authorise any absence from school due to holidays in
term time.
Reporting pupil absence
If your child is unwell and will not be at school it is essential you phone the school by 9:30am to
inform us of their absence and the reason why, to record in our registers. If we do not hear by
9.30am we will try and contact you or another person on your list of contacts. If we cannot get
contact we will then inform the Police and the Education Welfare Officer to report a Child
Missing in Education. We have a duty of care to make sure all of our children are safe and
follow current safeguarding procedures.
Absences from school will only be authorised when supported by an acceptable written
explanation from a parent within 3 days of the child’s return to school. To make this easier
we have attached a pro forma to the end of this newsletter, which you may choose to
use. Alternatively, you can email giving the dates, reason for absence and whether medical
advice was sought.
Should your child go to school or nursery today?
The NHS has put together a useful guide to help parents and carers work out
what to do if their child is poorly and whether they should go to school. If your
child has a temperature, we ask that they do not attend school and you
seek medical advice.

Get all the information on this website:
https://what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/worried-your-child-unwell/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool
NHS Dentist
As you may be aware from news reports, there is a sever lack of NHS Dentists up and down the
country nowhere more so than here on the island.
At Damira East Cowes we are seeing a rise in child emergency patients, and because of this we
have decided to do something about it.
All children should have access to better oral health and the knowledge to go forward knowing
they are doing their best for their own oral health.
We will be opening our NHS books to all children on the island, this is anyone under the age of
18 or 18 years of age and in full time education
To book an appointment with us please go to https://damiradental.co.uk/practice/eastcowes-isle-of-wight and click on the ‘book an appointment’ tab.
We look forward to seeing you in practice soon.
Many thanks
Riea Leybourne
Practice Manager

Tel: 01983 296837
Email: eastcowes@damiradental.co.uk

Damira Dental Studios
30-34 Castle Street, East Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO32 6RD | www.damiradental.co.uk

Friends of Bembridge Church of England Fundraising | Easyfundraising
We’re now registered with easyfundraising, which means you can help us for FREE. Over 7,000 brands
will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself! All you
need to do is sign up and remember to use easyfundraising whenever you shop online. It’s easy and
completely FREE! These donations really mount up, so please sign up to support us at
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friends-of-bembridge-church-ofengland/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-en-n1
Raise free funds for Friends of Bembridge Church of England today by shopping online via Easyfundraising.
Click now to shop at no extra cost and raise free donations.
www.easyfundraising.org.uk

Breakfast Club at Windmills
Our Breakfast Club is fully operational again for Year R to Year 6! 5 days a week 07:45-08:45
£5 per session for advanced block bookings, £6 for adhoc bookings.
Fun activities, help with homework plus a healthy breakfast including toast, cereal, porridge &
Ewa’s legendary homemade pancakes once a week all included.
For more information, contact Rachel in the office on the Windmills preschool site 01983
873575, email windmillspreschoolltd@btconnect.com, or via FB messenger
@WindmillsBembridge. Spaces are allocated on a first come first served basis.
A registration form needs to be completed for each child attending.
Milk Bottle Tops
We have a collection bin in school for plastic milk bottle tops with a 2 or a 4 recycling symbol in
aid of Ability Dogs 4 Young People. Please send in clean tops with your child or to the office.
Many thanks

Community News
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Absence Form
BEMBRIDGE CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Absence slip
Name of Pupil: ………………………………………………………………………
Dates of Absence:……………………………………………………………………
Reason for Absence:…………………………………………………………………
Was medical advice sought for this absence? Yes / No
If yes GP appointment / phone contact / Beacon centre / A & E

Signed: ………………………………………… Parent / Carer

